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Thursday July 1st Recreation and Leisure
I am enclosing a flyer and a booking form for the event at St. Chad’s on July 1st . It is an opportunity to remind yourself what opportunities there are and to find out what is new.

Do you, for instance, know what a Wii is?

All will be revealed.
Learning with Life

Learning with Life is a network of excellence, a group of organisations who want to provide learning and training opportunities for young people aged 19–25 who have learning difficulties, disabilities or wider range of individual support needs.  There is a simple entry criterion for a young person to access Learning with Life – they are entitled to membership if their individual support needs has left them in danger of being excluded from an education, training or employment opportunities within Leeds.
The Learning With Life Network will be accessed through a website on Leeds City   

Council’s ‘The Family Hub’ website, through a one stop point for service users to access the options available, and through publications including a directory of contacts, a news bulletin, and weekly E – news.

The Network is organising an event for young people on June 22nd.

Year of Volunteering

The theme for May has been Volunteering for literacy and learning, and for June it will be Valuing volunteering in Leeds.

During October events so far confirmed are:

October 1st International Day of Older people

October 7th Volunteering for all event at St. Chad’s Parish Centre

Introducing the new Independent Living Guide

Fiona Wood is the first ‘Independent Living Guide’ at Leeds Centre for Integrated Living (LCIL) - a new role introduced to support people on personal budgets.

Personal budgets are a new way in Leeds for people, who are eligible for support from Adult Social Care, to set up services they need. People who choose this option complete a self- directed support questionnaire to identify their needs. They can

ask their social worker, or Fiona, to help them write their own personal support plan and set up the services they want to use.

Fiona said: “ I’m based at LCIL which is working towards being an independent ‘user- led’ service. We already support more than 600 local people who have chosen to employ their own support worker instead of using traditional services, so we have lots of experience in this area. I can help people explore a wide variety of cost effective ways to use their Personal Budget. People can choose the service, or mix of services and informal support that they would like to use. I can help people set up these services and support in a way that suits them and their lifestyle. 

Equality Bill receives Royal Assent

The Equality Bill received Royal Assent on 8th April 2010, with the main provisions of the Act coming into force in October 2010. The Equality Act 2010 brings disability, sex, race and other grounds of discrimination within one piece of legislation, and also makes changes to the law. Key features include:

• Extending the Single Equality Duty, giving people the right not to be treated less  

   favourably by public authorities because of their age, religion or belief, sexual 

   orientation, or transgender status

• Extending anti-age discrimination rules to include goods, facilities and services

• Requiring gender pay and employment equality publishing

• Protecting carers from discrimination

• Strengthening protection from discrimination for disabled people

Full details of the legislation can be found on the Equality and Human Rights’

Website - www.equalityhumanrights.com/legislative-framework/equality-bill/
Reading the programme for government brought out by the Coalition, it is a bit of a concern that in the section about Equalities there is no mention of disability.  I quote

“The Government believes that there are many barriers to social mobility and equal opportunities in Britain today, with too many children held back because of their social background, and too many people of all ages held back because of their gender, race, religion or sexuality. We need concerted government action to tear down these barriers and help to build a fairer society.”

There is a further section called Social Care and Disability, it says

“The Government believes that people needing care deserve to be treated with dignity and respect. We understand the urgency of reforming the system of social care to provide more control to individuals and their carers, and to ease the cost burden that they and their families face.”

The LavNav

Bladder and bowel problems are far more common than most of us would think, and they are often the cause of people’s worrying about going out in case there are no toilets near.

The Continence Service (official title the Community Urology and Colorectal Service) have produced the LavNav – a guide to toilets in Leeds City Centre. I am enclosing a leaflet and a poster for those of you who receive this through the post. Get in touch if you would like more copies.
Equipment

This is just a reminder that there is equipment available here that can be borrowed – at no cost. We have:

· A loudspeaker system which includes an extension flex

· An overhead projector and screen

· A portable hearing loop 

· Two individual hearing loops

We also have a digital tape recorder which we use quite a lot, but would be worth looking at if you are thinking about how to make information available in different formats. It makes the process of putting information onto audio CD much simpler.

If there is other equipment you think it would be useful for us to have let me know, and budgets willing ………………………………………

Computers

Would you like the opportunity to learn about some of the things you can use a computer for?

I am putting a bid together for money to buy laptops and training – I have the feeling that there are quite a lot of people who would like to have the use of a computer. While I don’t think that computers are the answer to everything I do think they are very useful.

I shan’t know for a while if the bid is successful (it hasn’t even been sent in yet), but if you are one of those people who would like the opportunity, please let me know.

Carers Week 2010

The week runs from 14th to 19th June. This is the week that the unpaid work of more than 70,000 carers in Leeds is celebrated, and organisations supporting carers seek to raise public awareness of the vital role they play in the community. This year the theme of Carers Week is to help carers have a life of their own, outside of caring.

There are plenty of events planned for that week

Leeds LINk

Leeds LINk would like to hear about your experiences of services in Leeds. I am enclosing a questionnaire they would like people to complete and return in the reply paid envelope.

I hope to see you on 1st July – please let me know if you are coming as soon as possible so that I can order enough food and drink.

Thanks

Linda

25th May 2010
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