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Newsletter June 2010

I had originally planned that this would go out last Tuesday (29th June), but it would have been too rushed because of organising the event last Thursday (July 1st). So instead of talking about what would happen, I can tell you what did.

The numbers looked good before the day, and, as always seems to happen, a few people who had said they were coming didn’t, but then we had people we were not expecting – and it seems to balance out.

We had planned stands of information. Some of those who had said they would like to come did not, but those who did were able to walk around talking informally to people and answering questions, and said that they had felt it worked well as people were raising issues that they may not have done in a more formal setting.

Many people had a go at card making – I’d like to thank Brenda for running that. Adie Hurley entertained a lot of people making balloon models. They were all fantastic though my particular favourites were the penguins. I have to say that I have tried to make balloon models but with a spectacular lack of success.

Becky Cherriman ran a creative writing workshop in the morning and the afternoon. Several people told me that they had thought it wouldn’t be for them, but after the session were full of how good it was. 

In the afternoon Musical Arc ran a workshop which was very well received, and some people said they had wished it were longer.

I had hoped to have the painter Roy Johansen at the event as I have heard from members of D.R.E.A.M that he will come and paint a picture while he talks about painting, and the group can then raffle the painting. Unfortunately he is unable to come because he is on the point of moving, but he gave me some paintings to raffle. The only condition he has made is that we let him know how much money is raised and I shall be delighted to tell him that we raised £51 - half of which will go to Wheatfields and half to the PSINetwork. Three people were delighted at winning a painting.

If you would like one of the paintings to raffle at an event do let me know.

Lunch was again provided by footloose and fancy food. The food was excellent.

Streamline-Telecabs provided a very efficient service. There were a couple of delays in the morning because of a fire in the Garforth area which led to some road closures, but the people who were affected by that had received phone calls explaining the delay. In the afternoon there were delays because July 1st is student moving day so all the traffic in the Headingley area was slowed down.

So a big thank you to all who made it such a lovely day – and an excellent event for me to have as my last one as organiser.

Development worker at VA-L

As I have mentioned before, I shall be retiring in the next two or three months. I am enclosing/ attaching the advert.

June 2010

LET ME SPEAK! BRIDGING WORDS: BRIDGING WORLDS
A collaborative  performance between Headingley and Osmondthorpe
On June 3rd this event at the Civic Hall celebrated a creative writing project between a writing group at Osmondthorpe Resource Centre and another group based at Headingley Community Centre. 

Learning with Life

On June 22nd the Learning with Life Network was launched at an event at the John Charles Sports Centre. The event brought together many organisations/ services which work with young people aged 19 – 25 in a very impressive venue. There was plenty of space for 30 stands of information, four table tennis tables and a drumming circle. There was still plenty and there was plenty of room.

I found out about services that were previously unknown to me.

The website

Some of you will have found that the website has now moved to be part of VA-L’s new website. For the next few months typing www.psinetwork.org.uk  will automatically take you to the new site, but it would be a good idea to change it to www.val.org.uk and then click on PSINetwork at the top right hand side of the page.

If you just bring the old site up as one of your favourites you must have thought I had given up on it. I am told that sites which are never updated are ‘cobweb’ sites.

I am learning new skills. My next lesson is about including photos. Watch this space.

Linda Boadle
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